
dumping pose environmental 
and health hazards, but clean-
ing up the effects of illegal 
dumping can be quite costly.    
 

(Continued on Page 2) 

ups around the county.  Six of 
the cleanups made use of 
CCSWA monies to pay for some 
or all of the cleanup costs.  An-
other illegal dump cleanup was 
paid for using Forest Land 
Beautification funds from the PA 
Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR). 
 
All told, these seven cleanups 
resulted in nearly 218 tons of 
waste being removed.  These 
cleanup efforts underscore the 
need for constant monitoring of 
former dumpsites to protect 
them from future illegal dump-
ing.  Not only does illegal 

You may already be familiar 
with the County’s Illegal 
Dumping Enforcement Pro-
gram that works to eliminate 
illegal dumpsites throughout 
the county.  However, many 
other illegal dumps in the 
county are cleaned up simply 
through the hard work of area 
residents and community or-
ganizations. 
 
This past year, the Clearfield 
County Solid Waste Authority 
(CCSWA) worked with mu-
nicipalities, county agencies, 
and sportsmen’s clubs to con-
duct seven illegal dump clean-

The Clearfield, Elk, and Jeffer-
son County Solid Waste 
Authorities are teaming up 
again this spring to help resi-
dents safely dispose of un-
wanted hazardous household 
items.   
 
This one-day event will take 
place simultaneously at three 
locations, one in each of the 
participating counties.  Resi-
dents may bring their items to 
any of the three collection 
sites, regardless of residency. 
 
The Tri-County Pesticide and 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day will be held on 
Saturday, May 15, 2004.  Col-
lection sites will be open from 
10:00 am until 2:00 pm.  How-
ever, due to state regulations, 
absolutely no wastes from 
businesses can be accepted at 
any of the collection locations. 
 
Residents are encouraged to 
bring unwanted items such as 
fertilizer, household cleaners, 
antifreeze, fluorescent light 
bulbs, swimming pool chemi-
cals and pest control products 
to the collection for safe dis-
posal.  Improper disposal of 

these kinds of wastes can cre-
ate environmental and public 
health hazards.   
 
On average, each person in 
Pennsylvania generates four 
pounds of household hazardous 
waste, or “HHW,” every year.  
Household hazardous wastes 
are just that:  materials that are 
hazardous in nature, but be-
cause they are used in limited 
quantities by households, they 
are not regulated under federal 
and state laws.  But these kinds 
of hazardous wastes can still 
result in severe damage to our 
soil, ground and air.   
 
Certain pesticides, including 
the now-infamous DDT can be 
immediately toxic to humans or 
wildlife, or they can accumulate 
over time in various body tis-
sues and lead to cancers or 
death.  Other items can burn 
skin and mucus membranes, 
catch fire easily, or even ex-
plode.  
 
If you have items in your base-
ment or garage labeled “KEEP 
AWAY FROM FLAMES”, 
“AVOID CONTACT WITH SKIN 
OR EYES,” or “KEEP OUT OF 

REACH OF CHILDREN”, then 
you have household hazard-
ous waste.   
 
But it’s not just items with 
these labels that can be haz-
ardous.  Other similarly-
worded warning statements 
or a skull and crossbones on 
the label can indicate that a 
material is an HHW.  If you 
don’t know whether some-
thing is hazardous, you 
should treat it as if it is. 

 
Many types of HHW are al-
ready recyclable in 
Clearfield County.  So please 
do not bring any of the follow-
ing items to the collection:  
batteries, motor oil, tires, ap-
pliances, or latex paints.  In-
stead, call our office for infor-
mation about where you can 
recycle these items.   
 
Also, for the safety of other 
residents and staff at the col-
lection sites, please also do 
not bring items such as explo-
sives or ammunition, radioac-
tive materials, or medical or 
commercial wastes.   
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CCSWA and Volunteers Clean Up Illegal Dumps 

These teens learned about the hazards of 
illegal dumping, performed a valuable 

community service, and had a great time. 

Clearfield County Solid Waste AuthorityClearfield County Solid Waste Authority

Recycling Grants  
Workshop to be Held   

 
The PA Association of State Town-
ship Supervisors (PSATS) is offering 
a half-day workshop on March 3, 
2004 to help you learn about Act 
101, Pennsylvania’s recycling law.   
 
“Recycling Grants:  Are You Getting 
Your Money’s Worth” will also help 
you learn how to compete for DEP 
grants and how to find assistance 
to start or improve a recycling pro-
gram in your community. 
 
The workshop will be held at the 
University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown Conference Center from 
12:30 - 4:00 pm and costs $20. 
 
For more information or to register 
for the workshop, contact PSATS at 
(717) 763-0930. 

These are just some of the kinds of 
hazardous wastes that may be lurking 

around your home 



(Continued from Page 1) 
 
Removing trash from illegal dumpsites 
requires individuals to collect the waste, 
bag it, and haul it away to a landfill.  The 
landfill then charges for the waste depos-
ited there.  Contractors hired to clean up 
illegal dumpsites often use heavy equip-
ment to remove large quantities of trash in 
less time than individuals can collect do-
ing it by hand, but this can be expensive.   
 
But even though volunteer labor is less 
expensive than professional waste re-
moval, the cost associated with an illegal 
dumpsite cleanup conducted by volun-
teers can still range anywhere from $20 to 
$200 per ton of trash.   
 
 

Still, volunteer efforts are often the pre-
ferred method for cleaning up illegal 
dumpsites.  Not only is the labor usually 
free, but volunteer cleanups help instill a 
sense of community among participants.  
Participants get an up-close look at the 
harm that illegal dumpsites can inflict on 
the environment.  Plus, volunteers usu-
ally feel a greater sense of responsibility 
for the site.  Neighbors may keep an eye 
on a site that they helped clean up, which 
can help prevent future dumping. 
 
Thanks to the volunteers who helped with 
these seven cleanups, the County saved 
thousands of dollars in cleanup costs.  
For example, the Brady Township 
cleanup resulted in the removal of over 
205 tons of waste at a cost of approxi- 
 

mately $4,980.  However, if professionals 
were hired to remove this same amount of 
waste, the cost would have been about 
$17,475—just over three-and-a-half times 
as much.  The money saved by using volun-
teers can be used to fund additional clean-
ups, or it can be put to use in other pro-
grams. 
 
If your church, sportsmen’s club, or com-
munity organiza-
tion is interested 
in volunteering 
to help clean up 
an illegal dump-
site, contact our 
office at (814) 
765-2641, or call 
toll-free at (888)  
86-CCSWA. 

Our office receives many questions re-
garding recycling in Clearfield County. 
 
This column is intended to answer some of 
the questions we are asked most often.  
 
Q:  Where can I recycle my old TV? 
 
A:  You just missed our electronics recy-
cling collection day [see article on page 
3].  However, the CCSWA hopes to hold 
another electronics collection sometime in 
2005. 
 
If you can’t wait until then, you can still 
recycle your old television or other elec-
tronics items by contacting Environcycle, 
Inc. in Hallstead, PA.  Call (800) 711-6010 
for more information about their electron-
ics recycling programs. 
 

Alternatively, if your old television is still 
in working condition, consider donating 
it to a place like Goodwill or selling it 
through a yard sale. 
 
Q:  Can I put magazines in the CCSWA 
recycling drop-off containers along 
with my newspapers? 
 
A:  You should never put trash or other 
items in the county drop-off containers.  
Unfortunately, glossy paper like the kind 
used in magazines and catalogs is not 
recyclable in our area at this time.  
 
Our area’s landfills are filling up quickly, 
and paper and cardboard comprise ap-
proximately 41% of the garbage dis-
posed of in landfills.  A significant 
amount of this paper is from magazines 
and catalogs.  And even though paper is 
biodegradable, the way many landfills 

are constructed actually prevents the paper 
from decomposing. 
 
So the next time you’re done with a maga-
zine or catalog, consider passing it along to 
a neighbor or friend.  Or, ask your doctor 
or hairdresser if they’d like your magazines 
for their waiting room (just remove the 
mailing label first to protect your personal 
information).  And don’t forget that many 
children enjoy using magazines for art proj-
ects, like collages. 
 
If you’re really swamped by catalogs, espe-
cially ones you didn’t ask for, call the com-
pany and ask that they remove your name 
and address from their mailing list.  You 
can also send the company a letter request-
ing to be removed from future mailings.  
Just be sure to include the mailing label 
from the catalog with your request. 
 

CCSWA and Volunteers Clean Up Illegal Dumps (continued) 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
In Clearfield County, residents should 
take their HHWs to the County’s Perma-
nent Appliance and Tire Recycling Collec-
tion Site behind the Clearfield County Jail 
off SR 322 in Lawrence Township.  In Elk 
County the collection will be held in the 
parking lot of Keystone Powdered Metals 
along State Street (SR 120) in St. Marys.  
Jefferson County’s site will be at Onyx 
Waste Services along US 219 in Brockway. 
 
To prepare your hazardous items for the 
collection, bring all products in their origi-

nal containers whenever possible.  Do 
NOT mix products together.  Make sure 
that the containers are properly sealed 
and labeled with the contents.  If you do 
not know what something is, label it as 
“unknown”.  If a container is leaking, 
pack it in a larger container and use cat 
litter to absorb any leaks.  If you can, 
place all containers in cardboard boxes.   
 
Finally, when you arrive at the collection 
site, stay in your vehicle.  Trained per-
sonnel will remove the materials from 
your vehicle for you. 
 

Residents may dispose of pesticides, herbi-
cides, fertilizers or fluorescent bulbs free of 
charge.  However, there is a $1 per gallon 
charge for all other items, with a minimum 
charge of $1 for materials less than one gal-
lon. 
 
For more information about the Tri-County 
Pesticide and Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day, contact the recycling coor-
dinator in your county.  In Clearfield 
County, call (888) 86-CCSWA; in Elk 
County, dial (814) 776-5373; or in Jefferson 
County, call (814) 849-1521. 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Scheduled (continued) 
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Recycling  -  Frequently Asked Questions 



Clearfield County Electronics Recycling Day a Success 

Since the beginning of the program in 
1998, the drop-off sites have resulted in 
the recycling of 408.5 tons of newspaper, 
148.5 tons of clear glass, 98.3 tons of steel 
and 12.3 tons of aluminum. 
 

APPLIANCE/TIRE RECYCLING SITE 
 
The CCSWA also operates a permanent 
site located at the county jail for residents 
and commercial businesses to recycle 
appliances and tires.  In 2003, the site ac-
cepted 3,202 tires and 720 appliances for 
recycling. 
 
From 1999 to 2003, over 11,000 tires and 
over 3,500 appliances have been recy-
cled at this site. 

Since the program's inception in April 1999, 
the CCSWA has received a total of 708 illegal 
dumping complaints.  The investigation of 
these complaints has resulted in the removal 
of over 177 tons of waste.   
 

RECYCLING DROP-OFF PROGRAM 
 
The CCSWA operates a countywide recy-
cling drop-off program, which consisted of 
19 sites in 2003.  Last year these sites ac-
cepted 113.9 tons of newspaper, 45.6 tons of 
clear glass, 40.9 tons of steel and 6.1 tons of 
aluminum.  These amounts represent a 4% 
increase over amounts recycled in 2002. 
 
In 2003, the CCSWA added seven new drop-
off sites.  This significantly increased the 
number of households in the county that are 
located within a five-mile radius of a recy-
cling drop-off location.  The new drop-off 
sites were placed at the Chest, Decatur, 
Ferguson, Girard, Gulich and Morris town-
ships’ municipal buildings, and at the Glen 
Richey Fire Hall. 

ILLEGAL DUMPING 
 
The Clearfield County Solid Waste 
Authority (CCSWA) offers free enforce-
ment services to address illegal dumping 
in any municipality that adopts an “anti-
dumping” ordinance provided by the 
Authority.   
 
With the additions of Beccaria Township, 
Girard Township, and Glen Hope Bor-
ough in 2003, there are currently 36 mu-
nicipalities in Clearfield County partici-
pating in this highly effective program.   
 
In 2003, the Authority received a total of 
161 illegal dumping complaints.  45 of 
these complaints resulted in violators re-
moving 64.6 tons of waste.  3 complaints 
resulted in citations being filed, 8 were 
referred to other agencies, 90 complaints 
lacked sufficient evidence, and 1 was con-
sidered to be a non-waste-related nui-
sance complaint and was not investigated 
further.   
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Year In Review - 2003 Program Totals 

The CCSWA collected over $500 in fees 
and donations during the one-day event.  
Additionally, this event helped to publi-
cize the Authority’s ongoing appliance 
and tire recycling program, which many 
residents said they had not been aware 
of before this special recycling event. 
 

 
Jefferson County held their electronics 
recycling collection on September 20, 
and Elk County held theirs on October 4.  
Both counties reported similar successes.   
 
The next electronics collection for 
Clearfield County is tentatively sched-
uled for Fall 2005. 
 

The Clearfield 
County, Elk 
County, and 
Jefferson 
County Solid 
Waste Authori-
ties teamed up 
last fall to help 
area residents 
safely dispose 
of their un-
wanted elec-
tronic items.   
 
Collections were held on three Saturdays 
in the fall, where residents could bring 
old televisions, computers, VCRs and 
other electronics to be recycled.   
 
The Tri-County Electronics Recycling Col-
lection Days program was funded by the 
Clearfield, Elk, and Jefferson County 
Solid Waste Authorities and through a 
DEP Household Hazardous Waste grant. 
 
In Clearfield County, the collection was 
held on September 6, 2003 at the 
Clearfield County Solid Waste Authority’s 
permanent recycling site in Lawrence 
Township.   
 
Hundreds of residents and at least six 
area businesses dropped off over 680 

items for recycling.  In all, these items 
weighed over 34,000 pounds and nearly 
filled two trailers. 
 
Participation in the electronics collection was 
truly countywide, with participants coming 
from 35 different municipalities in Clearfield 
County.  Televisions were the most-recycled 
item.  Items collected were hauled away by 
Envirocycle, Inc. of Hallstead, PA for recy-
cling. 

 
Recycling obsolete electronics is a preferred 
alternative to disposing of them in landfills.  
Consumer electronic products can contain 
toxic materials such as cadmium, chromium, 
lead and mercury, all of which can cause 
substantial harm to the environment.   

In 2003, 45 Illegal Dumping Program           
complaints resulted in the removal of                   

over 64 tons of waste. 

Just a fraction of the many items that were collected at 
the electronics recycling collection held in Clearfield 
County on September 3, 2003.  Elk and Jefferson 

Counties also had successful collections. 

This banner along US 322 in 
Lawrence Township directed 

residents to the collection site. 

Lots of manpower was required to remove items from 
vehicles and load them into trailers to be hauled away. 



CLEARFIELD COUNTY                CLEARFIELD COUNTY                
APPLIANCE & TIRE RECYCLING SITEAPPLIANCE & TIRE RECYCLING SITE  

209 East Locust Street • Clearfield, PA 16830 

Jodi McCluskey 
Solid Waste Authority Director 

Phone: (814) 765-2641 ext. 1509 
Email: ccswa@clearfieldco.org 

 
Barry Lumadue 

Enforcement Officer 
Phone: (814) 765-2641 ext. 1504 

 
 

Carol Anne Socash 
Administrative Assistant 

Phone: (814) 765-2641 ext. 1505 
Email: asstswa@clearfieldco.org 

 
Or Contact Us Toll-Free At: 

(888) 86-CCSWA 

CLEARFIELD COUNTY                       CLEARFIELD COUNTY                       
RECYCLING DROPRECYCLING DROP--OFF LOCATIONSOFF LOCATIONS  

SITE LOCATION SITE LOCATION 

Burnside Area Old Railroad Station             
along US 219 in Burnside Kylertown Area Cooper Township Municipal 

Building off I-80 Exit 133 

Clearfield Area            
(NEWSPAPER ONLY) 

Clearfield Borough Municipal   
Garage on Power Avenue Lecontes Mills Area Girard Township                               

Municipal Building along SR 879 

Curwensville Area Curwensville Civic Center             
off SR 879 Luthersburg Area 

Brady Township                              
Municipal Building                      

off US 322 at Luthersburg 

Glen Richey Area Glen Richey Fire Hall                
along SR 2023 McPherron Area Chest Township Municipal    

Building along SR 3003 

Grampian Area 
Penn Township Municipal        

Building off SR 879 between   
Curwensville & Grampian 

Morrisdale Area Morris Township                          
Municipal Building off SR 53 

Houtzdale Area Woodward Township                  
Municipal Building along SR 53 Osceola Mills Area Decatur Township                      

Municipal Building off SR 53 

Irvona Area Lucas Supply                             
along SR 53 south of Irvona Penfield Area Penfield Fire Hall at intersection 

of SR 153 & SR 255 in Penfield 

Janesville Area Gulich Township                          
Municipal Building along SR 729 West Decatur Area Boggs Twp Municipal Building     

off US 322 at West Decatur 

Kerrmoor Area Ferguson Township                     
Municipal Building along SR 729 *** PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BEHIND BAGS OR OTHER LITTER! *** 

Karthaus Area Karthaus Firehall off SR 879 Woodland Area Bradford Township Municipal 
Building off I-80 Exit 123 

Items accepted at these sites                                                
(except Clearfield): 

• Clear glass bottles and jars 
• Aluminum, steel, tin, and bi-metal cans 

• Newspaper 

To prepare items for drop-off:   
• Rinse and remove all lids.   

• Separate aluminum from other metal cans.                                     
• Keep newspapers dry.  Newspapers can be bundled,              

in paper grocery bags, or loosely placed in container. 

LOCATION 
Behind the Clearfield County Jail,  

just off Route 322 in Lawrence Township  

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00 - 8:00 pm 
Friday, 1:00 - 3:00 pm & 5:00 - 8:00 pm 

Saturday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

MATERIALS ACCEPTED 

TIRES (4 free per person) 

• Car tires 
• Light truck tires 
• Farm tractor tires 

• Refrigerators 
• Freezers 
• Air conditioners  
• Dehumidifiers 

• Washers 
• Dryers 
• Hot water 

tanks 

APPLIANCES (2 free per person) 


